Seekers Church
Stewards minutes
June 9, 2024 in person

Present: Marjory Bankson, Peter Bankson (moderator), Ken Burton, Cynthia Dahlin, Joan Dodge (meditation), Judy Lantz (recorder), David Lloyd, Sandra Miller, John Morris, Trish Nemore, Brenda Seat, Keith Seat, Jacqie Wallen, Glen Yakushiji..

Absent: Deborah Sokolove, Elizabeth Gelfeld

Guest: Kolya Braun-Greiner

Housekeeping: Stewards will meet on Sunday, July 14 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm on Zoom.
	Moderator: Sandra 
	Meditation – David
	Recorder – John

Meditation: Joan
Meditation was based on the following prayer:  Dyer, Sonya.  “Veni Sancte Spiritus”.  Seekers—Growing Our Life Together. May 23, 1999

REPORTS & DECISIONS

FOG report concerning employment status: Marjory
Charles Patterson has been employed by Seekers for the past year as a contractor at $25 hour.  His status changed in January when he became considered as staff but his financial contractor status was not changed at that time.  Stewards voted the approval to change his status now to a regular stipend plus approximately 17% taxes. 

Report/Discussion on Developments concerning Electric Maid/Dry Cleaners building – Margreta & Glen
There is a pending contract offer on this building.  A counter offer has been offered and is awaiting approval.  In the meantime, Margreta & Glen spoke with Manna’s Real Estate Development Officer, Raquel Montenegro about the opportunity to consider it themselves.  (See attachment).  After a long discussion considering our interest, Stewards decided to invite Manna to attend the June meeting to discuss their ideas.  Then we can decide if and how to involve Seekers. 

Debriefing Emmy Lu’s memorial service & general planning for such services – Marjory for Living Water
It was agreed that the service was exceptional.  This was the result of many obstacles that were overcome in the process.  The members of Living Water had attended to Emmy Lu’s needs for the months leading to her death.  They were exhausted before carrying the majority of plans for the memorial and working with the family.  Attached is a draft of a proposed checklist to spread out the responsibilities for memorial services going forward.  Living Water plans to offer a Saturday zoom class to help us learn the signs of approaching death and how to proceed once it occurs.

Pastoral Concerns – no notes
Steward sharing – John
Soul talk concluded our meeting at 6:45 pm 

DRAFT Memorial Service Guidelines.2.docx
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ElectricMaidProperty.pdf
268 Carroll St NW (Electric Maid)

Background

Feldman Ruel Reality is managing the sale of the Electric Maid property. They sent an email to Seekers in
April asking if Seekers would be interested in leasing any of the property. The email was forwarded by
Marjory to Time & Space for discussion.

In a Time & Space meeting, we discussed the property and the group determined it may be worth having
a conversation with Manna about the property. Glen Yakushiji and Margreta Silverstone met with
Manna’s Real Estate Development Officer, Raquel Montenegro, on May 16. There have been subsequent
emails and phone calls. Currently, Manna is intending to do additional work in assessing the property
and exploring how they would need to develop the property to make the project feasible.

Raquel asked if Glen and Margreta could meet with her and Sasha later this month about possible
collaboration. Raquel also intends to get back to Glen and Margreta in the next week about their efforts
to assess the project.

Property Details

e The asking price for the property is $1.7M.

e The property is zoned for mixed use with 3 apartments and 2 commercial storefronts.

e The Washington DC Historic Preservation Review Board considers the existing circa 1922 retail
storefront, with its distinctive neon sign rehabilitated in 2009, along with the multifamily
property, as “Contributing Resources”. (The exterior of the storefront and house cannot be
changed, so the natural light into the sanctuary will remain.

e The initial environmental cleanup studies have determined that cleanup will be needed to
address the chemicals used for running the dry cleaners. The cost for cleanup is estimated at
$400-800K.

e The property was initially on the market at $2.5M and the sale fell through because of the
environmental cleanup.

e One offer has been made with a counteroffer. The current status of that offer is unknown.

Seekers Current Connection to Manna

e Manna did the development of our 276 Carroll St NW space.

e Seekers financially contribute to Manna through the domestic giving budget (this year, $4K).

e Seekers has capital reserves with Manna (S165K).

e Various individual members of Seekers have financial investments with Manna.

e Doug Dodge served on the Board of Directors in the past.

e Jeanne Marcus and Sally Holmes had a recent meeting with Sasha-Gaye Angus (CEO) and Ken
Fuller (Board chair) about current Manna efforts and church partnerships.





Partnership Considerations

No commitments have been made at this point with Manna but the nature of the conversation has

included various benefits.

Manna’s Benefits

Seekers’ Benefits

Community Support with Zoning Issues

Support Creating Affordable Housing

Seekers Awareness of Neighborhood Concerns
(traffic flow, crime, parking, “affordable” housing,
etc.)

Possible Access to Parking

Partnered use of space (for example, building a
terraced green space that includes both
properties)

Partnered use of space (additional meeting
spaces)

Manna has stated an interest in partnering with
faith communities

Individual Seekers may choose to buy units for
their own dwelling

Other?

Other?

Discussion

What other benefits would Seekers have if Manna developed the property next door?

Are Stewards willing to continue the conversation with Manna? Would Stewards support a team of
people continuing to have this conversation? What is the scope of such a team?

What ways might Seekers financially contribute to such an effort? (For example, additional capital
reserve funds invested with them from the Seekers budget, or funds invested from individual Seekers.)

How else might Seekers support Manna if this continues to progress?







